Heart weight and myocardial rupture.
Many conditions have been shown to be associated with cardiac rupture in acute myocardial infarction, but no common feature, basic to the understanding of the pathology of the condition has hitherto been demonstrated. The ratio of heart to body weight is here shown, on the basis of the findings in 1766 autopsies, to be such a factor; a low ratio predisposing to rupture. The paper further confirms that rupture often occurs within 24 hours of admission and more frequently in patients without previous infarction.